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INTENSIVE
PRA INTENSIVE
KEEPING AHEAD OF THE PACK

6.5 
CPD hours

June 2018

COMMENTS FROM PAST ATTENDEES

“This was invaluable and every  
presentation was useful and excellent.”

“An excellent programme with a  
wonderful range of topics and speakers.”

“Absolutely brilliant. All the presentations 
have application in my daily work and the 
booklet will now be somewhat of a bible to 
me!”



PRA INTENSIVE 
KEEPING AHEAD OF THE PACK

Relationship property law in New Zealand continues to evolve and 
adapt rapidly. We’ve brought together a practical and provocative 
offering designed to provide you with an update on the latest cases.  

We will look at the implications of the recent Supreme Court 
decision on Scott v Williams, both the legal implications, as well 
as forensic accounting analysis. We’ll delve into contemporaneous 
relationships, be updated on constructive trusts and be provided 
with practical tips and tricks to ensure your practice and procedure 
are up with the play.

This is an engaging and constantly changing area of the law.  
As a busy practitioner, if your area of law involves the PRA, you 
cannot afford to miss the 2018 NZLS CLE PRA Intensive.

See you in Auckland in June of this year!

6.5 
CPD hours

PROGRAMME

8.30-9.00  REGISTRATION

9.00-9.05 INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Chair – Amanda Donovan

9.05-10.05 SESSION 1: MÉNAGE À TROIS 

  When does an affair become a de facto relationship? 
Could your clients be vulnerable to multiple claims if their 
relationships end by separation or death? This session will 
explore the threshold for establishing a de facto relationship 
under the Property (Relationships) Act 1976, particularly 
where contemporaneous relationships are alleged. Practical 
guidance on drafting wills to protect a surviving spouse’s 
interest will also be provided.

Presenters  Georgia Angus 
Sally Morris

CHAIR
Amanda Donovan



10.05-10.25 MORNING TEA

10.25-11.25 SESSION 2: CONSTRUCTIVE TRUSTS: AN UPDATE

  This session will look at the recent case law regarding 
constructive trusts with a particular emphasis on the extent 
to which the courts are using them as tools to see “justice 
done” when the PRA might not deliver the outcome the 
court would like. Issues arising from the recent cases – such 
as the extent to which the knowledge of one trustee can be 
attributed to others – will also be explored.

Presenter  Jeremy Johnson

11.25-12.25 SESSION 3: PRACTICAL TIPS AND TRICKS

  When, where, and what...? This practical session will look at 
tips and tricks to help you elevate your practice in real time.

Presenters  Amanda Donovan 
Jennie Hawker

12.25-1.10 LUNCH

1.10-2.10 SESSION 4: THE LATEST HITS

 This session will cover the most recent key cases in the 
area of relationship property and spousal maintenance. In 
particular, the session will consider the following cases:

•  Scott v Williams: law firm valuation issues
•  Horsfall v Potter: s 44 intentional dispositions of 

relationsip property
•  McQueen v Penn: spousal maintenance.

Presenter  Sharon Chandra

2.10-3.00 SESSION 5: SCOTT V WILLIAMS – ECONOMIC DISPARITY – 
PART ONE

 A comprehensive overview of the Supreme Court decision 
Scott v Williams [2017] NZSC 185, released on 11 December 
2017 will be provided in this session. It will discuss the 
application of s 15 by the Supreme Court Judges and 
consider the legal implications of the judgment going 
forward.

Presenter  Stephanie Ambler 



3.00-3.20  AFTERNOON TEA

 3.20-4.05 SESSION 6: ECONOMIC DISPARITY – PART TWO

 Using a hypothetical set of facts, we will provide worked 
examples of outcomes applying different s 15 approaches, 
per Williams v Scott. We will consider:

• What contingencies might apply under these 
approaches and when would they apply?

• How to adjust for parties ages and length of the 
relationship?

• When might the disparity be halved?
In addition, we consider if, and how, the “fair value” 
standard might be applied rather than “fair market 
standard” to the valuation of businesses. 

Presenters  Shane Hussey 
Rod White

4.05-4.55 SESSION 7: IS IT ACTUALLY A TRUST?

 The Supreme Court in Clayton expressly left open the 
question of whether the Claymark Trust was an actual 
trust. Recent overseas cases have examined that question 
and, after looking at the relevant deeds, decided there has 
been a failure to create valid trusts. The argument that 
there is actually no trust will likely become the next main 
battleground in relationship property litigation. This session 
will analyse the relevant cases, attendant issues and their 
impacts on relationship property division and trust drafting.  

Presenter  Isaac Hikaka

4.55-5.00 SUMMARY OF THE DAY – CHAIR: AMANDA DONOVAN

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this intensive you will be:

• Updated on topical issues, legislation and case law.
• Able to apply this knowledge in your practice.

WHO  
SHOULD  
ATTEND

Family and property practitioners at all levels of experience 
will benefit from attending. Commercial/trust lawyers of all 
levels who wish to up-skill will also benefit from attending.



PRESENTERS

CHAIR

Amanda Donovan, Haigh Lyon, Auckland
Amanda leads Haigh Lyon’s specialist family law team. Her practice covers 
all areas of family law with a particular focus on relationship property, trust 
issues, estate litigation and children matters. Amanda is a contributing 
author for the Brookers Family Law – Child Law – Westlaw NZ and 
while working in London, she was a consultant editor for Hershman and 
McFarlane: Children Law and Practice.

Stephanie Ambler, Tompkins Wake, Hamilton
Stephanie leads the family law team at Tompkins Wake. She specialises in 
family, matrimonial and trust law, particularly in the areas of relationship 
property disputes and claims against estates and trusts. Stephanie has 
presented a number of seminars.

Sharon Chandra, Turner Hopkins, North Shore City
Sharon practises in all areas of family law, with a principal focus on 
relationship property, trusts and estate disputes. She has presented a 
number of legal seminars within the area of relationship property and 
published articles in several legal publications. Sharon has also been 
interviewed by various media outlets to comment on family law related 
issues.

Georgia Angus, Morris Legal, Auckland
Georgia is a senior solicitor at Morris Legal. She began her career at 
Russell McVeagh and now applies her commercial experience and training 
to trust, estate and relationship property matters. Georgia advises private 
clients, charities and international and local trustee companies in relation 
to complex disputes.

Jennie Hawker, Wynyard Wood - City Office, Auckland
Jennie is a partner at Wynyard Wood in the family law team. Her practice 
is primarily dedicated to relationship property issues with a strong 
litigation focus. Jennie is a contributing author to Brookers Family Law 
– Child Law – Westlaw NZ commentary, as well as having spoken for 
continuing legal education programmes on a number of topics. 



Jeremy Johnson, Wynn Williams, Christchurch
Jeremy is an experienced litigator and dispute resolution specialist. He 
has particular expertise in commercial, insolvency, equity and trust law. 
Jeremy is regularly involved in relationship property cases that have 
a trust element to them. He also has a particular interest in arbitration 
being a Fellow of AMINZ. Jeremy is a member of STEP and is recognised 
as being a leader in his field by the 2018 Chambers Asia Pacific and 
Chambers Global and recommended by 2017 Legal 500 global legal 
directories.  

Sally Morris, Morris Legal, Auckland
Sally is a partner at Morris Legal, is admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor 
in New Zealand, New South Wales and New York, and has a Master of 
Laws degree from Columbia University. She has an established reputation 
in the field of relationship property, trust and estate disputes, appearing 
regularly in the Family Court, High Court and Court of Appeal on behalf of 
trustees, beneficiaries, executors, charities and private clients.

REGISTRATION FORM ON BACK COVER

Rod White, Hussey & Co, Auckland
Rod is a financial analyst who focuses on the litigation support side 
of Hussey & Co. He has also carried out numerous economic disparity 
calculations and assisted Shane Hussey in the development of the X v X 
calculations.

Shane Hussey, Hussey & Co, Auckland
Shane is a chartered accountant who provides a range of litigation 
support services (eg business valuations, loss assessments). He has 
carried out numerous economic disparity calculations, pursuant to s 15, 
including for the wife in X v X.       

PRESENTERS

Isaac Hikaka, LeeSalmonLong, Auckland
Isaac has particular expertise in disputes involving interactions between 
trusts and other areas of the law, including complex relationship property 
claims and international trust disputes. He regularly appears in cases in 
New Zealand and the Pacific Islands.



• Asset Protection (or with all my 
worldly goods I don’t endow)

• Charities in 2017 and Recent Case 
Law

• Claims on a Trust when a Couple 
Separates

• Digital Evidence
• Enduring Powers of Attorney, the 

PPPR Act, Wills and Estates
• Issues on Retirement and Non-Court 

Removal of Trustees
• EPA & PPPR Changes
• Family Protection Act Claims
• Gender Diversity and the Family 

Court – A Post Michael World
• Foreign Trusts
• Multi-Generational Households
• Once Bitten, Twice (Thrice) Shy? 

How to Structure a Client’s Affairs for 
the Second (or Third) Relationship

• PPPR Act – New Legislation and EPA 
Forms (Parts 1 & 2)

• Professional Duties in Respect 
of Enduring Powers of Attorney: 
problems, solutions and precautions

• Responding to Perpetrators of 
Family Violence

• Retirement and Removal of Trustees 
when the Court gets involved

• The Dynamic, Complex and Diverse 
Living and Care Arrangements of 
Young New Zealanders: Implications 
from Policy

• The Trustee Who Left It Too Late
• Trust Litigation in the Relationship 

Property Context
• Trusts and Relationship Property
• What Lawyers Need to know about 

Capacity Assessment
• Working with a Client with Addiction 

Issues

OF INTEREST TO PRA PRACTITIONERS

A sample of what’s on offer



REGISTER, PAY &  
VIEW PROGRAMME ONLINE 

www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

PRA INTENSIVE
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City:
Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

REGISTER ME FOR

  PULLMAN HOTEL  
    AUCKLAND

20 JUNE

  LIVE WEB STREAM 
       YOUR COMPUTER 

20 JUNE

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Tuesday 
19 June

FEE (Incl GST) – includes book and all catering

Early Bird BY 23 May or AFTER 23 May

NZLS/Associate members   $695   $745

 Non-members   $755   $805

Live Web Stream   $675   $725

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00  
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Signature:
Mastercard

Amex 

BOOK

Books are now available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

Intensive Fee Book – Both Hard Copy and PDF            Total Due

$ + $ =     $

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND 
POLICY 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers 
apply. Registrations will be accepted on a 
first-come/first-served basis. Registrations close 
10 working days before the presentation date 
(the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the 
right to cancel any session that does not reach 
the budgeted minimum number of registrations. 
This decision will be made on the closing date 
and a full refund will be made to each registrant 
of the cancelled session. If you cancel your 
registration before the closing date, a refund 
will be made, less a $100 administration fee. 
After the closing date, there will be no refund. 
You may transfer your registration to another 
person until five working days before the 
presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in 
writing of the change.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration 
form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the  
sponsors only.    

  
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact      

          details.

+


